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David Jernigan | 404-802-2875 Matt Underwood | 404-802-2864 Yolonda Brown | 404-802-2777 Dr. Dan Sims | 404-802-2693
Deputy Superintendent Executive Director of Office of Innovation Associate Superintendent of Schools (K-8) Associate Superintendent of Schools
dajernigan@atlanta.k12.ga.us matthew.underwood@atlanta.k12.ga.us ycbrown@atlanta.k12.ga.us Dan.Sims@atlanta.k12.ga.us

All charter schools & partner schools Clusters: Carver, Grady, Washington All high schools, including B.E.S.T. and CSK, and special
Dr. Olivine Roberts | 404-802-2790 programs, including Crim, Forrest Hill Academy,
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & Learning Dr. Danielle S. Battle | 404-802-7550 Dr. Emily Massey | 404-802-3742 Phoenix Academy
Olivine.Roberts@atlanta.k12.ga.us Associate Superintendent of Schools (K-8) Associate Superintendent of Schools (K-8)

dsbattle@atlanta.k12.ga.us Emily.Massey@atlanta.k12.ga.us Tommy Usher | 404-802-2776
Katika D. Lovett | 404-802-2612 Clusters: Mays, South Atlanta Clusters: Douglass, Jackson Associate Superintendent of Schools (K-8)
Assistant Superintendent of Student Services tusher@atlanta.k12.ga.us
kdlovett@atlanta.k12.ga.us Clusters: North Atlanta, Therrell
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s of July 1, 2016, APS officially
Abecame a Charter System. This

new contract, or “charter,” with
the state allows more decisions to be
made at the school level by principals,
educators, parents and community
members, all of whom are closer to
students and their school needs. This
freedom and flexibility from many
state education laws and regulations
comes with increased accountability
for student achievement.

Aligned with its Charter System
operating model, APS engaged the
community in a planning process
that led to the creation of Cluster
Plans that highlight instructional
programming across schools within
a cluster, Pre-K through high school,
and define the future direction for each
cluster. This allows our schools and
clusters the flexibility and autonomy
to use what they know works best for
their students while adhering to district
and state guidelines.

One focus of the Cluster Plans is the
identification and implementation
of a signature program. This
signature program focuses on the
vertical and horizontal alignment of
academic programs for schools and
neighborhoods. These programs will
provide rigor, structure, focus and

accountability across the cluster. The
programs chosen include:

International Baccalaureate
(IB)

* IB programs aim to develop inquisitive,
knowledgeable and compassionate
young people who help to create a
better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.

* Participating clusters: Jackson,
Mays, North Atlanta and Therrell.

STEM

* This integrated curriculum coordinates
the teaching of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics through
problem solving, discovery and
exploratory project/problem-based
learning.

* Participating clusters and schools:
Douglass, South Atlanta, Washington,
B.E.S.T. Academy and Coretta
Scott King Young Women'’s
Leadership Academy.

College & Career Prep

* This College and Career Preparatory
curriculum is based on the essential
skills, knowledge and dispositions that
children need to succeed as citizens
and workers in today’s world.

e Participating clusters: Carver
and Grady.

The district’'s new operating model led
to the creation of GO Teams — school-
based governance bodies comprised
of parents, educators and community
members — to assist with decision-
making at the school and cluster levels.
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