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Updates to Business Rules

During the 2019 AP analysis, the APS team refreshed prior-year data to capture scores that were reported after College
Board’s initial data files were delivered. As a result, some historical data published in this year’s AP brief do not match
previously-reported numbers.
College Board states, “Although most scores are available in July, a small percentage may not be. Some scores take longer
to process because of late testing or other special circumstances (for example, if testing materials are sent back to us late or
we need extra time to match your records).”
Going forward, APS will publish a preliminary AP brief from data available from the initial data file and will refresh the
previous year’s data when the next analysis is completed (e.g. 2019 data will be refreshed and finalized in the 2020 brief).
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Advanced Placement Tests Taken and Tests Passed (score of 3, 4 or 5), 2015-2019
APS saw an increase (+247) in the number of Advanced Placement (AP) tests administered in 2019. The total
number of tests passed also increased (+176).

Note: beginning in 2019, prior-year data were refreshed to capture scores that were reported after College Board’s initial data file was delivered. Consequently, there are slight
changes in previously-reported numbers.
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Count of 2019 AP Tests Taken by School; Change in Test Count Compared to 2018
Grady administers the highest number of AP exams in the district. Jackson had a large increase (+153) in the
number of AP exams administered when compared to the previous year. While the total number of AP tests
administered district-wide went up, nine schools (more than half) had a decrease in tests administered.
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AP Test Pass Rate, 2015-2019
Thirty-six percent of AP tests taken in 2019 were passed (a score of a 3, 4, or 5). This is up two percentage
points from the previous year. The district saw a large increase in the number of tests administered between
2016 and 2017, which contributed to the drop in pass rates between 2016 and 2017.
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Percent of Students Passing One or More Attempted AP Exam, 2015-2019
Some students take multiple exams. Thirty-eight percent of individual students who took an exam passed at
least one of them in 2019.
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Counts of Students Taking 1+ AP Exam and Students Passing 1+ AP Exam, 2019
While students taking AP exams were spread out across the district, the majority of students passing AP exams
were concentrated at a few schools.
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AP Test Pass Rates by Race, 2015-2019
The percentage of tests passed differs dramatically by race. In 2019, the percentage of tests passed by white
students was 58 percentage points higher than the pass rate for black students.
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Test Counts and Pass Rates by Subject, 2018-2019

Social Studies and English were
the most tested subjects.
Pass rates vary greatly. Of
subjects in which more than 100
APS students were tested in
2019, Seminar had the highest
pass rate (76%) and
Macroeconomics had the lowest
pass rate (18%).
Physics 1 had the largest
increase in test takers (up to 156
from 79).

Note: table excludes subjects with fewer than 10 students testing
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Pass Rates and Test Counts by School, 2015-2019
At the school-level, the percentage of tests passed ranges from 67 percent (Grady) to zero.

Drew, Grady, Jackson, South Atlanta and Therrell saw increase in their pass rates when compared to the
previous year.

Notes:
Table excludes schools with fewer than 10 tests administered.
Beginning in 2019, prior-year data were refreshed to capture scores that were reported after College Board’s initial data file was delivered. Consequently, there are slight changes in
previously-reported numbers.
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Student Body Taking an AP Course, an AP Exam, and Passing an AP Exam, 2019

Looking at the student body as a whole
helps us understand what percentage of
APS students are taking, testing and
passing AP exams, rather than focusing
on just students who took take AP tests.
KIPP had the highest percentage of the
student body taking an AP course at
73%, but only 3% of their student body
passed an AP exam.
Classical, Grady, Drew, and North
Atlanta all had more than 10 percent of
their student body pass an AP exam.

Note: table excludes schools with fewer than 10 tests administered.
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