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Background Information

In 2021, full-length Advanced Placement (AP) exams were administered that included multiple-choice and free response 

sections in contrast to the shortened exams administered in 2020 that dropped the multiple-choice sections.  The 2021 

exams were administered in three testing windows provided by College Board:

Administration 1 (May 3, 2021 to May 17, 2021)

All AP exams were paper and pencil and administered in schools.

Administration 2 (May 18, 2021 to May 28, 2021)

Half of the AP exam subjects were paper and pencil and administered in school.  The other half were digital and either

administered in school or taken at home.

Administration 3 (June 1, 2021 to June 11, 2021)

Most AP exam subjects were digital and either administered in school or taken at home.

Atlanta Public Schools administered AP exams during the Administration 1 and Administration 2 windows.

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/about-ap-exams/past-exam-dates
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Advanced Placement Tests Taken and Tests Passed (score of 3, 4 or 5), 2017-2021

This graph provides summative statistics for 2017 to 2021.  Direct comparison of 2020 results to results in other years is ill-

advised given the difference in test administration (the multiple-choice sections were excluded in 2020).

Notes. Beginning in 2019, prior-year data were refreshed to capture scores that were reported after College Board’s initial data file was delivered.  Consequently, there are slight changes in previously-

reported numbers.
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Midtown administered the highest number of AP tests in 2021 and displayed the largest decrease (-230) in the number of AP 

tests administered in relation to 2020.  The decrease in the total number of AP tests administered district-wide corresponds to 

the substantial decreases in the number of tests administered within individual schools.  Washington, CSK, and BEST, 

however, displayed an increase in the number of tests administered in 2021 (+44, +12 and +25 respectively). 

Count of 2021 AP Tests Taken by School; Change in Test Count Compared to 2020

Notes. The 2020 data reported is as of March 18, 2022.  This graph excludes 59 tests from 2021 due to data entry errors indicating they were administered within middle schools and excludes another test 

due to a data entry error indicating that the test was administered in the wrong high school.  Given the differences in AP exam administration between 2021 and 2020, comparisons should be made 

with caution.  Schools where less than 10 tests were administered were excluded.
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Forty-eight percent of AP tests taken in 2021 were passed (a score of 3, 4, or 5).  This graph provides summative 

statistics for 2017 to 2021.  Direct comparison of 2020 results to results in other years is ill-advised given the 

difference in test administration (the multiple-choice sections were excluded in 2020).  

AP Test Pass Rate, 2017-2021
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Students can take multiple AP exams.  Forty-eight percent of individual students who took one or more AP 

exams passed at least one of them in 2021.  This graph provides summative statistics for 2017 to 2021.  Direct 

comparison of 2020 results to results in other years is ill-advised given the difference in test administration (the 

multiple-choice sections were excluded in 2020). 

Percent of Students Passing One or More Attempted AP Exams, 2017-2021
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Students taking and passing AP exams were concentrated at Midtown and North Atlanta. 

Counts of Students Taking 1+ AP Exam and Students Passing 1+ AP Exam, 2021

Notes. This slide excludes 54 students due to data entry errors indicating they were in middle school and excludes another student due to a data entry error indicating that the student was enrolled in 

the wrong high school.
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AP Test Taker Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2017-2021

Note. aThese values were derived from the federal race/ethnicity categories listed with APS.  

The population of AP test takers was not 

representative of the student population within APS, 

except for Hispanic students.

In 2021, White students made up 15% of the APS 

student bodya and 53% of AP test takers.  

Black students made up 74% of the APS student 

bodya and 27% of AP test takers in 2021. 

Hispanic students represented 8% of the APS student 

bodya and 9% of the AP test takers in 2021.  

Students belonging to another race/ethnicity or 

multiple races/ethnicities represented 3% of the APS 

student bodya and 10% of the AP test takers in 2021.

This graph provides summative statistics for 2017 to 

2021.  Direct comparison of 2020 results to results in 

other years is ill-advised given the difference in test 

administration (the multiple-choice sections were 

excluded in 2020).
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The percentage of AP tests passed varies by race/ethnicity.  In 2021, 63% of AP tests taken by White students were passed, 16% of AP tests 

taken by Black students were passed and 42% of AP tests taken by Hispanic students were passed.  Test Pass Rate by Race, 2017-2021

provides summative statistics for 2017 to 2021.  Direct comparison of 2020 results to results in other years is ill-advised given the difference in 

test administration (the multiple-choice sections were excluded in 2020). 

AP Test Pass Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2017-2021
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Social Studies and English were the most 

tested subjects.

Pass rates vary significantly in 2021.  

Among subjects in which more than 100 

APS students were tested in 2021, 

Seminar had the highest pass rate (85%)

and English Literature and Composition 

had the lowest pass rate (23%).  

Compared to 2020, Human Geography 

had the largest decrease in test takers 

(down to 405 from 513).  Computer 

Science A had the largest increase in test 

takers (up to 64 from 23).  

This graph provides summative statistics 

for 2019 to 2021.  Direct comparison of 

2020 results to results in other years is ill-

advised given the difference in test 

administration (the multiple-choice 

sections were excluded in 2020).

Test Counts and Pass Rates by Subject, 2019-2021

Note. Table excludes subjects with fewer than 10 students testing. 
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This graph provides summative statistics for 2017 to 2021.  Direct comparison of 2020 results to results in other years is ill-advised given the 

difference in test administration (the multiple-choice sections were excluded in 2020).

Pass Rates and Test Counts by School, 2017-2021

Notes.  The N sizes represent the number of AP tests administered.  The table excludes schools with fewer than 10 AP tests administered.  Beginning in 2019, prior-year data were refreshed to capture scores that 

were reported after College Board’s initial data file was delivered.  Consequently, there are slight changes in previously-reported numbers. The 2020 column does not account for 19 students who were 

indicated to be middle school students on the AP test despite being in high school.  The 2021 column does not account for 54 students who were indicated to be middle school students on the AP test 

despite being in high school and one student who was indicated to be in the wrong high school. 
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District Level AP Course Taking and Performance, 2021

The District AP Participation and 

Performance graph provides an 

overview of the entire district.   

The District AP Participation and 

Performance by Gender graph 

disaggregates by gender. In the 

second and third columns (left to right), 

the numerator represents the gender 

identified on the AP exam and the 

denominator represents the gender 

identified by Atlanta Public Schools.

The District AP Participation and 

Performance by Race/Ethnicity graph 

disaggregates by race/ethnicity.  In the 

second and third columns (left to right), 

the numerator represents the 

race/ethnicity identified on the AP 

exam and the denominator represents 

the federal race/ethnicity category 

listed with Atlanta Public Schools.  

Notes: In all three graphs, in the first column (left to right), the denominator is the total number of students who completed more than zero course credits in 2021 (the N size).  In the second column, the denominator is 

the total number of students enrolled at in 2021 (the N size).  In the third column, the denominator is the total number of students who attempted at least one AP exam in 2021 (the N size).  The second and 

third columns do not account for 54 students who were indicated to be middle school students on the AP exam despite being in high school and one student who was indicated to be in the wrong high school. 

Please note that a student can take an AP exam without taking the corresponding course.  The third column District AP Participation and Performance by Gender graph does not include students who did not 

identify as male or female.
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Student Body Taking an AP Course, an AP Exam, and Passing an AP Exam, 2021

Notes. Table excludes schools where fewer than 10 students attempted an AP exam.  The second and third columns (left to right) do not account for 54 students who were indicated to be middle school students 

on the AP exam despite being in high school and one student who was indicated to be in the wrong high school.  In the first column, the denominator is the total number of students who completed more 

than zero course credits in 2021 (the N size).  In the second column, the denominator is the total school enrollment in 2021 (the N size).  In the third column, the denominator is the total number of 

students who took at least one AP exam (the N size).  Please note that a student can take an AP exam without taking the corresponding course. 

Color Legend for each Column
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AP Course Taking and Exam Performance by Gender, 2021

Notes. For the percentage that took an AP exam and the percentage that passed an AP exam, the numerator represents the gender identified on the AP exam and the denominator represents the gender listed 

with APS.  In the first column (left to right), the denominator is the total number of students who completed more than zero course credits in 2021 (the N size).  In the second column, the denominator is 

the total school enrollment in 2021 (the N size).  In the third column, the denominator is the number of students who took an AP exam (the N size).  Categories where less than 10 students attempted an 

exam were excluded.  The second and third columns do not account for 54 students who were indicated to be middle school students on the AP exam despite being in high school and one student who 

was indicated to be in the wrong high school. Please note that a student can take an AP exam without taking the corresponding course.  
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AP Course Taking and Exam Performance by Race/Ethnicity, 2021

Notes: This table excludes categories where less than 10 students attempted an AP exam and excludes students who were not White, Black, or Hispanic.  For the percentage that took an AP exam and the 

percentage that passed an AP exam, the numerator represents the race/ethnicity identified on the AP exam and the denominator represents the federal race/ethnicity category listed with APS.  In the first 

column (left to right), the denominator is the total number of students who completed more than zero course credits (the N size). In the second column, the denominator is the total school enrollment in 2021 

(the N size).  In the third column, the denominator is the number of students who took an AP exam (the N size).  The second and third columns do not account for 54 students who were indicated to be 

middle school students on the AP exam despite being in high school and one student who was indicated to be in the wrong high school. Please note that a student can take an AP exam without taking the 

corresponding course.  


