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The Atlanta Public Schools 2020 graduation rate is 80.3 percent, a 2.4 percentage 

point increase from 2019. 

Note:  the Georgia Department of Education is in the process of creating an Alternate Diploma that will be awarded to students with the most 

significant cognitive disabilities who are assessed using the alternate assessment (GAA).  As part of this process, beginning in SY2020, 

students who meet the criteria for the Alternate Diploma will count toward the four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate in the year when they 

are no longer actively pursuing a high school diploma, regardless of 9th grade entry year.  In some instances, this may result in active students 

being reassigned to future cohorts (however, this did not occur for cohort 2020).

https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/ESSA%20Alternate%20Diploma%20%E2%80%93%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
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APS graduation rate continues to lag behind the state, though the state-

district gap has decreased since 2014.

State Graduation Rate
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Overall District Rate

The 2020 graduation rate for White students is 96.7%, nearly 20 percentage 

points above the rate for Black students (77.2%).
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White and Hispanic graduation rates both reached new highs in cohort 2020; 

the Black graduation rate increased but is lower than the 2018 high of 78.2%.



6

The 2020 graduation rate for students with disabilities increased by 8.2 

percentage points compared to 2019.

Overall District Rate
Note:  the Georgia Department of Education is in the process of creating an Alternate Diploma that will be awarded to students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities who are assessed using the alternate assessment (GAA).  As part of this process, beginning in SY2020, students who meet the criteria for the 

Alternate Diploma will count toward the four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate in the year when they are no longer actively pursuing a high school diploma, 

regardless of 9th grade entry year.  In some instances, this may result in active students being reassigned to future cohorts (however, this did not occur for cohort 

2020).

https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/ESSA%20Alternate%20Diploma%20%E2%80%93%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
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The 2020 graduation rate for English learners increased by 6.4 percentage points 

compared to 2019.

Overall District Rate



10

School-level rates vary.  Six schools had graduation rates greater than 90%, with 

CSK attaining a 100% graduation rate.
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Eight schools increased their 2020 graduation rates compared to 2019; Douglass 

had the largest increase of 12.9 percentage points.  Eight schools had decreases 

in graduation rate compared to 2019.
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2020 APS Graduation Rates and Change from 2019
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At schools that have multiple racial subgroups, graduation rates for Black and 

Hispanic students are lower than those for White and Multi-racial students.


