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Introduction: “The purpose of the ACT test is to measure
a high school student's readiness for college”

In general...
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High school students take the ACT Test

The ACT Test covers four subjects
English
Mathematics (Math)
Reading
Science

Results are reported as both the Scaled Score for each
subject covered and the overall Composite Score

Composite Score is the average of the Scaled Scores
Composite Score and Scaled Scores range from 1 to 36
18 is the mid-point Scaled Score and Composite Score

For this presentation...
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Quantitatively, Systemic Academic Capability (SAC) of the
APS District and of individual high schools is indicated by
putting ACT Test scores on a type of simple chart for
getting systemic insights and knowledge about what’s
happening and will happen in the future (prediction)

Qualitatively, Systemic Academic Capability (SAC) of the
APS District and of individual high schools is judged as
being “under water,” to some extent, with the “water
level” set at the mid-point of ACT Scaled Score range, 18

* Totally under water

* Very much under water

*  Much under water

* Half under water

* Little under water

* Very little under water

* Not under water at all



District Systemic Academic Capability viewed through
ACT Test 2018 Composite Scores

Chiefly “white” Grady and N Atlanta detectably

different for the better.
District SAC much under water.

No chiefly “black” high schools detectably different.
District SAC much under water.
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Has Mays the Systemic Academic Capability to improve students’
college readiness, overall?

Mays SAC as ACT Composite Scores over

time since 2013
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Grady SAC as ACT Composite Scores

over time since 2013

* SAC much under water 28
* No detection of SAC behavior due to something special or unusual occurring
* Indication of SAC behavior due only to common factors randomly interacting 26
* No detectable differences since 2013
* SAC not getting better
* SAC not getting worse 24
¢ SAC will remain unchanged and unimproved through at least 2019
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Has Mays the Systemic Academic Capability to improve students’
college readiness for English?

Mays SAC as ACT English Scaled Scores Grady SAC as ACT English Scaled Scores

28 - ¢ SAC very much under water 28 -
* No detection of SAC behavior due to something special or unusual occurring
2% + Indication of SAC behavior due only to common factors randomly interacting 2 Breakthrough in improvement
* No detectable differences since 2013
* SAC not getting better
24 -  SAC not getting worse 24 -
* SAC will remain unchanged and unimproved through at least 2019
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Has Mays the Systemic Academic Capability to improve students’

college readiness for Math?

Mays SAC as ACT Math Scaled Scores
over time since 2013

28 - ¢ SAC very much under water

* No detection of SAC behavior due to something special or unusual occurring
26 * Indication of SAC behavior due only to common factors randomly interacting
* No detectable differences since 2013
* SAC not getting better
24 - * SAC not getting worse
* SAC will remain unchanged and unimproved through at least 2019
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Grady SAC as ACT Math Scaled Scores
over time since 2013

28
26 Breakthrough in improvement
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Has Mays the Systemic Academic Capability to improve students’

college readiness for Reading?

Mays SAC as ACT Reading Scaled Scores
over time since 2013

28 - * SAC little under water

* No detection of SAC behavior due to something special or unusual occurring
26 * Indication of SAC behavior due only to common factors randomly interacting
* No detectable differences since 2013
* SAC not getting better
24 - * SAC not getting worse
* SAC will remain unchanged and unimproved through at least 2019
22 4
20
———————————————————————————— 19.34
18 1 ,\.//0/‘\'\. 18.33
———————————————————————————— 17.32
16
14
18.2 17.9 ‘ 18.4 18.8 ‘ 186 18.1 ‘
80% 82% 67% 73% 65% 61%
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Year (of ACT score and % Graduating Students Tested)

12 Mar 2019 | Final

Advocate for Quality in Public Education | (404) 505-8176 |
edwjohnson@aol.com

Grady SAC as ACT Reading Scaled Scores
over time since 2013
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26 Breakthrough in improvement
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Has Mays the Systemic Academic Capability to improve students’

college readiness for Science?

Mays SAC as ACT Science Scaled Scores

over time since 2013

28 - * SAC much under water

* No detection of SAC behavior due to something special or unusual occurring
26 * Indication of SAC behavior due only to common factors randomly interacting
* No detectable differences since 2013
* SAC not getting better
24 - * SAC not getting worse
* SAC will remain unchanged and unimproved through at least 2019
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Grady SAC as ACT Science Scaled Scores
over time since 2013
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Breakthrough in improvement
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Wrap-up

Remember
“The purpose of the ACT test is to measure a high school student's readiness for college

/7

Key Takeaways

e Administration’s “College and Career Ready” ineffective at improving Systemic Academic
Capability at all chiefly “black” high schools, including Mays High School

e Consequently, Mays High School lacks Systemic Academic Capability to improve students’
college readiness

 Something mitigates “College and Career Ready” effects at Grady High School allowing
breakthrough improvement of Systemic Academic Capability

Key Insight
* Any new principal for Mays High School must be competent to provide for a collaborative
environment to develop to mitigate Administration’s “College and Career Ready” effects

Advocate for Quality in Public Education | (404) 505-8176 |

12 Mar 2019 | Final edwjohnson@aol.com



